§237.

Certification-Only Program Alternative Path to Certification

A. State approved private providers and Louisiana colleges or universities with an approved teacher education
program may choose to offer a Certification-Only Program for certification in Grades PK-3, 1-5, 4-8, 6-12, AllLevel K-12 (art, dance, foreign language, health and physical education, and music), Early Interventionist Birth to
Five Years, Hearing Impaired K-12, Significant Disabilities 1-12, and Visual Impairments/Blind K-12. This program
offers flexibility in delivery (e.g., face to face and/or online) and is designed to serve candidates who may not elect
participation in or be eligible for certification under either the Practitioner Teacher Alternate Certification Program
or the Master's Degree Alternate Certification Program.
B. All programs must address the state and national standards, including the performance-based standards for
accreditation and licensure (e.g., CEC, NCTE, NCTM, NCSS, NAEYC, etc.).
C. Admission to the Program
1. Screening. The selection process will identify candidates that possess critical thinking skills, proven track
records of achievement, a belief that all students can achieve, and a strong desire to teach in schools that educate
under-served children.
2. Degree Requirements. Possess a non-education baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited
university.
3. GPA Requirements. The GPA may be calculated using the last 60 hours of coursework earned from a
regionally accredited university:
a.

have 2.50 or higher grade point average (GPA) on a 4.00 scale to enter a private provider program;

b.

have 2.20 or higher grade point average (GPA) on a 4.00 scale to enter a college or university program;

4.

Testing Requirements

a. Pass the Praxis Pre-Professional Skills Tests (PPSTs). Candidates who already possess a graduate degree
will be exempted from this requirement. An ACT composite score of 22 or a SAT combined verbal/critical reading
and math score of 1030 may be used in lieu of Praxis I PPST exams.
b.

Pass the Praxis content-specific subject area examination:

i.

candidates for PK-3 (regular education)—Elementary Education: Content Knowledge (#0014);

ii.

candidates for Grades 1-5—Elementary Education: Content Knowledge (#0014);

iii.
candidates for Grades 4-8—Pass the middle school subject-specific examination for the content area(s)
to be certified;
iv.
candidates for Grades 6-12—Pass the secondary subject-specific examination for the content area(s) to
be certified. If no examination has been adopted for Louisiana in the certification area, candidates must present a
minimum of 31 semester hours of coursework specific to the content area;
v.
candidates for All-Level K-12 areas of art, dance, foreign language, health and physical education, and
music—Pass the subject-specific examination for the content area(s) to be certified. If no examination has been
adopted for Louisiana in the certification area, candidates must present a minimum of 31 semester hours of
coursework specific to the content area for admission to the program. Provider must develop a process to ensure that
candidates demonstrate necessary performance skills in the all-level certification area;
vi.
candidates for special education Early Interventionist Birth to Five Years, Significant Disabilities 1-12,
Hearing Impaired K-12, and Visual Impairments/Blind K-12—Elementary Education: Content Knowledge (#0014).
D. Program Requirements and Structure
1. Eighty contact hours of classroom readiness training will focus on instructional design and delivery as well
as classroom environment and classroom management. Candidates will be provided with professional guidance,
support and opportunities to observe classroom teachers.
2. Knowledge of the Learner and the Learning Environment—12 hours or equivalent contact hours. All
courses/contact hours for regular and special education will integrate effective teaching components, content

standards, technology, reading, and portfolio development. Field-based experiences will be embedded in each course
or contact hour. Courses/contact hours must address the following:
a. Grades PK-3, 1-5, 4-8, 6-12—child/adolescent development or psychology, the diverse learner,
classroom management/organization/ environment, assessment, instructional design, and reading/ instructional
strategies that are content and level appropriate;
b. All-Level K-12 areas—child psychology and adolescent psychology; the diverse learner; classroom
management/organization/environment; assessment; instructional design; and reading/instructional strategies (all
coursework/contact hours should address grade levels K-12);
c. Special Education Early Interventionist birth to five years (coursework/contact hours specific to infants,
toddlers, and preschoolers)—child development or psychology; foundations in early childhood education; teaming,
physical, and medical management; understanding and working with families; communication and literacy in early
intervention;
d. Special Education Significant Disabilities 1-12 (coursework/contact hours specific to needs of children
with significant disabilities)—assessment and evaluation; communication strategies; behavior support; collaborative
techniques and family partnerships; physical support, health and safety; special education law; characteristics of
individuals with significant disabilities;
e. Special Education Hearing Impaired K-12 (coursework/contact hours specific to the needs of hearing
impaired students)—assessment and evaluation; special needs of students with disabilities; transition; instructional
strategies and planning in the content areas; instructional strategies in literacy; education law, special education law,
school structure; technology in schools; diversity in schools;
f. Special
Education
Visual
Impairments/Blind
K-12 (coursework/contact hours specific to the needs of visually impaired students)—educational implications of
low vision and blindness; orientation and mobility for the classroom teacher; assessment/evaluation techniques,
including functional vision evaluation and reading media assessment; assistive technology for the visually impaired;
education law, special education law, school structure; transition.
3. Methodology and Teaching: Six semester hours or equivalent contact hours of content-specific methods
courses and field/clinical experiences.
a. For Grades PK-3, 1-5, 4-8, 6-12, All-Level K-12 (art, dance, foreign language, health and physical
education, and music), -methods courses/contact hours to include case studies and field experiences.
NOTE: For All-Level K-12 areas (Art, Dance, Foreign Language, Health and Physical Education, and Music), experiences should
be provided across grades K-12.

b. For Special Education Early Interventionist Birth to Five Years (coursework/contact hours specific to
needs of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers)—curriculum; assessment; early intervention methods (including
understanding and facilitating play); teaching of reading and mathematics.
c. For
Special
Education
Significant
Disabilities
1-12 (coursework/contact hours specific to the needs of children with significant disabilities)—curriculum
development and modifications; transition planning; instructional strategies; inclusive education practices.
d. For Special Education Hearing Impaired K-12 (coursework/contact hours specific to needs of children
with hearing impairments, across grades K-12)—language development and linguistic principles in language
acquisition; speech development, speech reading, audition training; assessment and evaluation; instructional
strategies; audiology and audiology training; anatomy and physiology of the hearing mechanism; auditory assistive
devices; history and psychology of deafness; assistive devices and technology; proficiency in either signed, cued, or
oral communication.
e. For Special Education Visual Impairments/Blind K-12 (coursework/contact hours specific to needs of
visually impaired students, across grades K-12)—instructional strategies; Braille code, teaching Braille reading
(with proficiency as defined in LA State Competencies); Nemeth code, teaching Braille mathematics; using slate and
stylus.

4. Reading Requirements. Candidates completing an alternate certification program after May 1, 2004, are
required to demonstrate proficiency in the reading competencies as adopted by BESE through one of the following
options:
a. successfully complete same number of semester hours in reading as required for undergraduate teacher
preparation programs:
i.

early childhood PK-3 or elementary 1-5 programs, nine hours;

ii.

middle grades 4-8 programs, six hours;

iii.

secondary 6-12 or all-level K-12 programs, three hours;

iv.
special education areas (early interventionist, hearing impaired, significant disabilities, or visually
impaired), nine hours; or
b.

pass a reading competency assessment;

c. the reading competency assessment for early childhood PK-3, elementary 1-5, and special education
candidates is the Praxis Teaching Reading exam (#0204). (Middle grades 4-8 and secondary grades 6-12 will be
required to take the required reading course credit hours or equivalent contact hours until an appropriate reading
competency assessment is developed and adopted.)
5.

Internship or Student Teaching―six hours, to include participant-oriented methodology seminars.

a. For all-level K-12 areas (art, dance, foreign language, health and physical education, and music),
internship or student teaching experiences should be provided across grades K-12.
b. If the candidate has accumulated three years of successful teaching experience in an approved Louisiana
school in the area(s) of certification, the private provider/university may substitute the three years of successful
teaching experience for the required internship or student teaching portion of the program. Experience accumulated
by elementary education certification candidates must be in core content areas at appropriate grade levels.
6. Mentoring and Support. Participants will receive content and/or pedagogy support during the school year
through small group seminar meetings. The support will be provided by a master teacher who has experience
teaching in the same or similar content area and grade level. The master teacher should focus on student
achievement and instructional strategies with the program candidate. The master teacher can give the candidate oneon-one support and offer specific ways that the teacher can improve instruction techniques.
7. Total hours required in the program―27-33 credit hours or equivalent contact hours (405-495). Program
requirements must be met within three years.
E. Licensure Requirements
1. Practitioner License (PL2)―a program candidate that is hired as a full-time teacher in an approved
Louisiana school will be issued a Practitioner License 2. This license is issued at the request of the Louisiana
employing school system for a specific grade level and content area once successful completion of the classroom
readiness component has been verified. The teacher is restricted to the specific grade level and content area as
designated on the Practitioner License 2.
2.

Standard Professional License―a standard Level certificate may be issued after the applicant has:

a. completed all program requirements with a 2.50 or higher GPA (this applies to candidates in a university
program); and
b.

passed the pedagogy examination (Praxis):

i.

grades PK-3—Principles of Learning and Teaching Early Childhood (#0621);

ii.

grades 1-5—Principles of Learning and Teaching K-6 (#0622);

iii.

grades 4-8—Principles of Learning and Teaching 5-9 (#0623);

iv.

grades 6-12—Principles of Learning and Teaching 7-12 (#0624);

v.

all-level K-12 certification—Principles of Learning and Teaching K-6, 5-9, or 7-12;

vi.
Special Education Early Interventionist Birth to Five Years—Special Education: Core Knowledge and
Applications (#0354) and Principles of Learning and Teaching Early Childhood (#0621);
vii.
Special Education Significant Disabilities 1-12—Special Education: Core Knowledge and Severe to
Profound Applications (#0545);
viii.
Special Education Hearing Impaired K-12—Special Education: Core Knowledge and Applications
(#0354) and Education of Exceptional Students: Hearing Impairment (#0271);
ix.
Special Education Visual Impairments/Blind K-12—Special Education: Core Knowledge and
Applications (#0354);
c. completed all requirements of the certification-only alternative certification path as verified to the
Louisiana Department of Education by the program provider.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:6(A)(10), (11), and (15), R.S. 17:7(6), R.S. 17:10, R.S.
17:22(6), R.S. 17:391.1-391.10, and R.S. 17:411.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 32:1794 (October 2006),
amended LR 35:1482 (August 2009), LR 36:2262 (October 2010), LR 36:2263 (October 2010), LR 37:550 (February 2011), LR
37:3210 (November 2011).

